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Health  Department , 

Council  Offices, 

Lanchester , 

Durham . 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
LANCHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health,  vital 
statistics  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  area  for  the  year  1954. 

In  many  respects  it  has  been  a  very  satisfactory  year  with  a  reduction 
in  the  Tuberculosis  mortality  and  notification  rates  and  no  great  variation 
in  the  other  health  statistics.  An  epidemic  of  measles  swept  the  district 
but  there  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease.  An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning 
occurred  and,  unfortunately,  one  patient  died  —  a  reminder,  if  that  is 
necessary,  of  the  need  for  constant  vigilence  in  the  manufacture,  preparation 
and  distribution  of  food  stuffs.  No  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  and  it  will 
be  remembered  that  the  last  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  in  1949,  the 
last  death  in  1944.  Nevertheless,  to  attempt  to  ensure  that  our  excellent 
record  is  not  spoilt,  special  measures  were  adopted  to  persuade  mothers  to 
have  their  young  infants  immunised  and  so  boost  the  steadily  fading 
acceptance  rate  in  those  under  five  years.  In  addition,  a  very  successful 
immunisation  scheme  was  carried  out  at  the  schools  during  school  hours. 

During  the  year  a  survey  was  made  of  the  sub-standard  property  and 
it  is  encouraging  to  find  that  by  means  of  the  Council’s  consistent  slum- 
clearance  programme  and  the  implementation  of  the  Housing  Act  powers 
to  make  improvements  Grants  to  eligible  property  owners,  an  appreciable 
reduction  in  the  problem  has  been  effected. 

There  has  been  during  the  year,  an  increasing  liaison  both  with  the 
General  Medical  Practitioners  and  the  Hospital  Authorities  and  I  wish  to 
record  my  appreciation  of  their  ready  co-operation. 

Finally,  I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  encourage¬ 
ment  and  support  and  the  staff  for  their  co-operation. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

STANLEY  LUDKIN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  GENERAL 
STATISTICS  IN  THE  LANCHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44,243 

Population  (Estimated)  .  15,100 

(1)  Estimated  number  of  children: — 

Under  5  years...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,142 

5  —  15  years...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,879 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  .  4,378 

(1)  Number  of  Aged  Miners’  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

(2)  Number  of  Council  and  North  Eastern  Association  Aged 

Persons  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

(3)  Number  of  Council  and  North  Eastern  Association  Houses  1,414 

(4)  Number  of  Houses  and  Shops  combined  ...  ...  65 

(5)  Number  of  Lock  Up  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

(6)  Number  of  occupied  houses  for  which  formal  undertakings 

have  been  received  during  the  year  for  closure  or 
demolition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(7)  Estimated  Number  of  Sub-standard  houses  ...  ...  349 

Rateable  Value : — 


(1)  Actual  Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £77,361  Os.  Od. 

(2)  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate...  ...  ...  £287  Os.  3.92d. 

The  Lanchester  Rural  District,  as  it  is  at  present  constituted,  came  into 
being  on  1st  April,  1937,  and  consists  of  nine  parishes— Cornsay,  Esh, 
Greencroft,  Healeyfield,  Hedleyhope,  Lanchester,  Langley,  Muggleswick 
and  Satley. 


NUMBER  OF  EMPLOYED  PERSONS. 


1.  Coal  Mining 

2.  Brickworks 

3.  Coke  Works 

4.  R.D.C.  Building  ... 

5.  Other  Builders 

6.  Cosmetic  Manufacturers  ... 

7.  Clothing  Manufacturers  ... 

8.  British  Railways  ... 

9.  Explosives  ... 

10.  Sawmills 

11.  D.C.C.  Cottage  Homes  ... 

12.  Hospitals  ... 

13.  Garages 

14.  Bakers  and  Confectioners 

15.  R.D.C.  Staff  . 

16.  Wood  Machining  ... 

17.  Canteens 

18.  Distributive  Trades 

19.  Durham  County  Constabulary  ... 

20.  Durham  County  Medical  Services 

21 .  Durham  County  Domestic  Helps . . . 

22.  Durham  County  Education 

Committee. . . 

23.  Agriculture — Farming 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1,674 

14 

1,688 

93 

20 

113 

163 

1 

164 

100 

— 

100 

86 

3 

89 

61 

319 

380 

7 

26 

33 

21 

1 

22 

15 

4 

19 

19 

— 

19 

2 

16 

18 

38 

198 

236 

20 

2 

22 

17 

13 

30 

46 

2 

48 

20 

2 

22 

— 

7 

7 

63 

104 

167 

16 

2 

18 

10 

— 

10 

— 

25 

25 

24 

51 

75 

96 

16 

112 

1,593 

852 

3,445 

UNEMPLOYED  AND  DISABLED 


(a)  Employable  Persons  out  of  work  at  31st  December,  1954  ...  31 

(b)  Number  of  disabled  persons  included  in  above  figures  ...  ...  24 

(c)  Registered  Disabled  who  were  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at 

31st  December,  1954  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Number  of  persons  who  had  special  rehabilitation  during  year...  4 

(e)  Number  of  Registered  Disabled  persons  who  have  been  trained 

during  1954  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(f)  Number  of  Registered  Blind  Persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 


COMPARATIVE  RATES 


No.  of  live  births  per  1,000  population... 
No.  of  still  births  per  1,000  population... 
No.  of  maternal  deaths  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births 

No.  of  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births 
No.  of  deaths  per  1,000  population 
No.  of  Tuberculosis  deaths  per  1,000 
population  ... 

No.  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  deaths 
per  1,000  population 
No.  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
deaths  per  1.000  population 


England 

and 

Durham 

Lanchest 

Wales. 

County. 

R.D. 

15.2 

17.3 

14.57 

0.36 

0.63 

0.46 

0.69 

0.83 

Nil 

25.3 

29 

36.36 

1 1.3 

11.3 

12.25 

0.17 

0.19 

0.06 

0.16 

0.18 

0.06 

0.01 

0.01 

Nil 

The  standardised  birth  and  death  rates  for  the  area,  i.e.,  rates  calculated 
in  such  a  way  that  allowances  are  made  for  the  age  and  sex  composition  of 
the  population  were  15.01  and  12.86  respectively.  When  comparing  the 
above  rates  it  must  be  realised  that  in  a  population  of  15,000  (approximately) 
the  rates  frequently  fluctuate  from  year  to  year,  one  or  two  additional  deaths 
producing  what  would  appear  at  first  sight  to  be  a  significant  change. 


DETAILED  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

(a) 

Live  Births — 

Legitimate  ... 

•••  ••• 

121 

95 

216 

Illegitimate 

«•»  *  «  *  «  *  * 

1 

3 

4 

Totals  ... 

122 

98 

220 

(b) 

Still  Births — 

Legitimate  ... 

•  ••  ,  ,  , 

5 

9 

7 

Illegitimate 

... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

5 

2 

7, 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

No.  of  Still  Births  per  1,000 
population 

0.34 

0.71 

0.32 

0.26 

0.45 

0.32 

0.39 

0.46 

No.  of  Live  and  Still  Births 
per  1,000  population 

10.5 

19.2 

19.5 

16.2 

16.0 

16.42 

16.63 

15.03 

No.  of  Still  Births  per  1,000 
Live  and  Still  Births 

10.0 

37.2 

16.9 

16.3 

28.4 

20.0 

23.6 

31 .8 

During  the  year  there  were  seven  still-births  as  compared  with  six  last 
year, 
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DEATHS. 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Deaths  during  the  year  ... 

98 

87 

185 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(a)  Infant  Deaths. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the  year  was  36.36  (eight  deaths)  as 
compared  with  24.5  (six  deaths)  in  the  previous  year — seven  of  the  eight  deaths 
occurring  in  the  first  month  of  life. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  education  in  mothercraft  could  be  beneficially 
introduced  in  the  form  of  a  short  series  of  lectures  included  in  the  domestic  science 
curriculum  to  girls  of  fifteen  years.  These  talks  would  be  on  nutrition,  infections, 
hygiene,  etc.,  particularly  in  relation  to  pregnancy  and  the  young  child,  but 
would  not  necessarily  include  sex  education.  The  importance  of  adequate 
ante-natal  and  post-natal  attention  could  also  be  stressed.  These  school  leavers 
of  today  are  the  mothers  of  tomorrow  and  in  the  intervening  period  there  is 
often  little  opportunity  of  picking  up  necessary  knowledge  on  these  important 
items. 


During  the  year  there  were  the  following  deaths  under  one  year  of  age : — 

Rate  per 
1,000  live 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Births. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  4 

4 

8 

36.36 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ...  4 

4 

8 

36.36 

For  detailed  statistics  and  trends  see  Appendix  A. 


(b) 

Deaths  (General). 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

ALL  CAUSES  . 

... 

98 

87 

185 

1. 

Cardio  Vascular : — 

(a) 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system ... 

•  •  • 

11 

18 

29 

(b) 

Coronary  disease 

•  .  • 

25 

10 

35 

(c) 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

2 

5 

(d) 

Other  heart  diseases 

•  •  • 

7 

11 

18 

(e) 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

•  •  • 

4 

6 

10 

Totals 

•  •  • 

50 

47 

97 

2. 

Cancer : — 

(a) 

Stomach  ... 

•  •  • 

4 

5 

9 

(b) 

Lung,  Bronchus ... 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

3 

(c) 

Breast 

•  •  • 

— 

4 

4 

(d) 

Uterus 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

(e) 

Other  Sites,  including 

Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

•  •  • 

7 

10 

17 

Totals 

•  •  • 

14 

19 

33 

3. 

Chest  Diseases : — 

(a) 

Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

3 

5 

8 

(b) 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

5 

(c) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system... 

•  •  • 

2 

— 

2 

Totals 

•  •  • 

9 

6 

15 

4. 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

Males. 

Females 

1 

Totals. 

1 

5. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

7. 

Gastro-Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

8. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

2 

— 

2 

10. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

— 

1 

11. 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

— 

1 

1 

12. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined 
Diseases 

12 

10 

22 

13. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

— 

1 

14. 

All  other  Accidents  ... 

6 

2 

8 

15. 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

The  main  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  in  that  order. 
Heart  disease,  notably  Coronary  Thrombosis — 35  deaths  this  year  as 
compared  with  21  in  1953 — is  assuming  greater  importance  year  by  year. 
It  will  be  noted  that  there  were  three  deaths  from  Carcinoma  of  the  Lung  as 
compared  with  two  last  year  and  nine  deaths  from  Carcinoma  of  the  Stomach 
as  compared  with  ten  in  the  previous  year. 

There  were  nine  fatal  accidents  of  which  one  occurred  on  the  roads, 
four  at  work,  three  in  the  home  (two  were  old  people  and  one  infant)  and 
one  death  causation  of  which  was  uncertain.  There  was  also  one  suicide. 
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II.  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

1.  Staff  of  Public  Health  Department. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  County  Area  Medical  Officer  for  Consett  and 
Stanley  Urban  and  Lanchester  Rural  District : 

S.  Ludkin,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

G.  Rowe,  Cert.S.I.B.,  and  Meat  Inspectors’  Certificate.  (Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector). 

F.  E.  Terry,  Cert.S.I.B.,  and  Meat  Inspectors’  Certificate. 

Clerical  Staff : 

H.  Close. 

2.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  continue  to  be  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
Newcastle,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  R.  Norton. 

1  i  i  f  . 

All  specimens  for  animal  inoculation  are  sent  to  the  laboratory  attached 
to  the  General  Hospital,  Newcastle. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  number  o 
specimens  submitted  compared  with  previous  years.  This  is  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  all  contacts  of  Enteric,  Dysentery  or  Food  Poisoning  cases 
are  followed  up  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department.  More  frequent  use 
is  now  being  made  of  Laboratory  facilities  by  the  General  Medical 
Practitioners,  and  there  was  in  addition  a  Food  Poisoning  Outbreak  during 
the  year. 


Routine  annual  specimens  were 

taken  from  three  known 

Typhoid  and 

one  known  Paratyphoid  Carrier. 

The  number  of  specimens  sent 

for  examination  during 

the  past  five 

years  is  as  follows : — 

Specimens 

Year 

Submitted 

Positive 

1950  . 

67 

26 

1951  . 

61 

23 

1952  . 

61 

12 

1953  . 

204 

80 

1954  . 

402 

68 

Most  of  the  Specimens  taken  at  the  Lee  Hill  and  Maiden  Law  Hospitals 
are  dealt  with  at  the  Hospital  Laboratory,  Shotley  Bridge  and  are  not 
included  in  the  above  figures. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  specimens  sent  in  by  the  Health 
Department  and  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  area  for  examination 
during  the  year : — 
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No.  of 
Specimens 
Submitted 

Positive 

Blood  (Serological  Examinations) 

(a)  Enteric  Fever 

•  •  •  ♦  •  • 

2 

1 

(b)  Other  Organisms  ... 

...  ... 

— 

— 

Faeces 

(a)  Enteric  Fever 

1 

20 

(b)  Dysentery  ... 

l 

343 

22 

(c)  Food  Poisoning 

f 

2 

(d)  Other  Organisms  ... 

...  J 

9 

Urine 

(a)  Enteric  Fever 

•  e  •  •  •  • 

3 

1 

(b)  Other  Organisms  ... 

•  .  •  ... 

— 

— 

Swabs  (Ear,  Nasal  and  Throat) 

(a)  Diphtheria... 

...  ... 

1 

— 

(b)  Haemolytic  Streptococci 

•  .  •  •  •  • 

3 

4 

(c)  Other  Organisms  ... 

...  ... 

2 

1 

Sputum  for  Tuberculosis 

(a)  Chest  Clinics 

...  ... 

40 

5 

(b)  Other  Medical  Services  ... 

... 

13 

3 

Totals 

... 

402 

68 

3.  Local  Health  Authority  Services. 

In  accordance  with  a  scheme  adopted  by  the  County  Couneil  on  25th 
February,  1948,  and  approved  by  the  Minister,  the  Administrative  County 
is  divided  into  twelve  areas,  Lanchester  Rural  and  Consett  and  Stanley 
Urban  Districts  comprising  No.  3  Area.  For  each  area,  a  Health  Sub- 
Committee  has  been  appointed  to  exercise  on  behalf  of  the  County  Health 
Committee  certain  limited  functions  relating  to  the  services  provided  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

This  Sub-Committee  is  composed  of  three  members  from  the  County 
Council  appointed  by  the  County  Health  Committee,  not  being  members  of 
the  County  Council  or  District  Council  and  fifteen  members  of  the  three 
District  Councils  in  the  Area  (four  of  which  are  nominated  by  the  Lanchester 
Council). 

All  day  to  day  administration  of  these  County  Services  is  however, 
still  carried  out  at  the  County  Headquarters,  Area  Medical  Officers  merely 
deputising  for  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  the  quarterly 
meetings  of  the  Area  Sub-Committees. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  staff  for 
the  statistics  relating  to  the  personal  health  services. 

(a)  Clinics. 

Although  General  Medical  Practitioners  are  now  paid  if  they  provide 
an  ante-natal  and  post-natal  service,  there  is  in  my  opinion,  still  a  place  for 
the  Local  Authority  Clinics  which  can  provide  in  addition  to  medical  advice, 
teaching  in  mothercraft  and  general  health  education,  and  so  supplement 

the  General  Practitioners’  service. 

\ 

When  well-run,  expectant  mothers  usually  enjoy  attending  the  Clinics. 
They  become  members  of  a  group  sharing  and  discussing  a  common  experience 
and  in  the  case  of  the  first  pregnancy,  are  thus  able  to  view  the  whole  event 
in  true  perspective. 
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Infant  Welfare  Clinics  also  with  their  dual  medical  and  educational 
f\  nctions  can  play  a  very  valuable  part  in  relating  in  the  mind  of  the  mother, 
the  necessary  place  of  prevention  in  the  scheme  of  medical  services  and  in 
ensuring  the  growth  of  healthy  children. 

(i)  Birth  Control. 

Clinics  for  the  above  are  held  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
Wetherall  House,  Medomsley  Road,  Consett,  on  alternate  Friday  mornings. 

(ii)  Ante- Natal. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows : — 

Wesleyan  Methodist  Schoolroom,  Langley  Park — alternate  Thursday 
afternoons. 

Parish  Hall,  Lanchester — alternate  Monday  mornings. 

New  Miners’  Hall,  Burnhope — alternate  Tuesday  mornings. 

The  Clinic,  10  Wood  View,  Esh  Winning — alternate  Wednesdays. 

(iii)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows : — 

Wesleyan  Methodist  Schoolroom,  Langley  Park — alternate  Thursday 
mornings. 

Parish  Hall,  Lanchester — alternate  Monday  afternoons. 

New  Miners’  Hall,  Burnhope — alternate  Tuesday  mornings. 

The  Clinic,  10  Wood  View,  Esh  Winning — alternate  Wednesdays. 

( i  v )  Immunisation. 

Immunisation  has  been  carried  out  at : — 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  throughout  the  area  ; 

(b)  By  General  Medical  Practitioners  by  personal  arrangement  with  parents, 

and  ; 

(c)  In  all  schools  in  the  area. 

(b)  Nursing  in  the  Home  and  Midwifery  Services. 

The  County  Council’s  proposals  for  the  provision  of  a  Home  Nursing 
Service,  in  accordance  with  Section  25  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  wrere  amended  to  provide  for  the  direct  administration  of  this  service 
by  the  County  Council  as  from  the  1st  April,  1954,  and  employees  of  the 
County  Nursing  Association  were  transferred  to  the  County  Council  with 
effect  from  this  date. 

All  nursing  requisites  are  now  held  by  the  central  store  at  Durham  and 
are  sent  out  to  the  various  patients  when  requests  are  received. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  in  this  Area : — - 

No.  of 


Visits 

Midwifery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  172 

Maternity  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  BO 

Medical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,855 

Surgical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  871) 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Casual  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 


There  are  two  County  Midwives  and  two  District  Nurse-Midwives  who 
both  live  and  operate  in  the  District  while  three  District  Nurse-Midwives 
operate,  but  are  not  resident  in  the  area  of  the  Lanchester  R.D.C. 

(c)  Ambulance  Service. 

The  Rural  District  is  served  by  the  County  Ambulance  Depots  situated 
at  Maiden  Law  Hospital,  Lanchester.  The  establishment  of  personnel  and 
vehicles  at  this  depot  is  as  follows : — 

Driver-attendants ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Ambulances  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

The  district  comes  within  the  area  served  by  the  Durham  Ambulance 
Control  which  has  a  staff  of  four  clerk-telephonists  who  maintain  a  24-hour 
service,  but  pending  the  re-organisation  of  the  Service,  the  Lanchester  Depot 
is  at  present  responsible  to  the  Consett  Control  which  also  operates  a  24-hour 
service. 

The  depot  performs  the  major  part  of  the  long  distance  journeys  foi  the 
County  area  and  the  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  undertaken 
during  1954 : — 


Journeys 

Cases  carried 

Undertaken 

— 

Mileage 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

Local  ... 

1,907 

951 

4,625 

5,576 

79,479 

Long  distance 

342 

351 

260 

611 

76,504 

Total 

2,249 

1,302 

4,885 

6,187 

155,983 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  conveyance  of  eases  actually  resident  in  the 
rural  district  is  not  restricted  to  the  Lanchester  depot,  but  is  undertaken  by 
the  unit  which  is  most  convenient  at  any  given  time. 

(d)  Prevention  of  Illness — Care  and  Aftercare. 

As  the  result  of  proposals  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1948, 
and  modified  in  certain  respects  up  to  November,  1954,  the  Local  Health 
Authority  ceased  to  employ  the  District  Care  Committee  as  their  agents  and 
themselves  discharge  the  functions  imposed  on  the  Authority  by  Section  28 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

It  was  also  proposed  to  attach  a  Social  Worker  (who  may  serve  more 
than  one  Committee)  who  would  co-operate  with  hospital  almoners,  the 
officers  of  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  and  Ministry  of  Labour  and 
National  Service,  officers  in  the  Local  Health  Authority  service,  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  and  other  persons  and  organisations  to  assist  persons  who 
require  care  as  a  result  of  illness. 

Those  cases  discharged  from  hospital  and  requiring  aftercare  are  visited 
by  the  Home  Nurse  if  necessary  or  supervised  and  advised  by  the  Health 
Visitor  if  this  should  be  required.  Nursing  requisites  can  be  hired  from  the 
Central  Depot  but  at  the  moment,  consideration  is  being  given  to  the 
advisability  and  usefulness  of  establishing  a  local  store  in  this  area. 

(e)  Domestic  Help  Service. 

This  service  has  been  used  even  more  extensively  during  the  year  than 
previously.  The  object  of  the  service  is  to  provide  help  for  householders 


where  such  help  is  required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill, 
lying  in,  an  expectant  mother,  mentally  defective,  aged,  or  a  child  not  over 
compulsory  school  age. 

The  service  cannot  provide  a  twenty-four  hour  one  for  bedridden 
invalids,  nor  are  Home  Helps  sick  visitors  ;  they  are  experienced  Housewives 
who  can  cook,  wash  and  clean  and  who  can  only  stay  in  the  house  just  as 
long  as  it  takes  them  to  get  through  the  necessary  work. 

Charges  are  made,  the  amount  depending  on  the  income  of  the  household, 
but  these  are  extremely  generous. 

At  the  beginning  of  January,  1954,  64  cases  in  this  district  were  being 
served  by  a  home  help.  There  were  18  new  cases  during  the  year,  and  of 
the  total  assisted  61  were  aged  people,  2  Tuberculosis  cases,  4  Maternity 
cases,  the  remainder  being  cases  of  illness  or  accident,  making  a  total  of  82 
households  being  provided  with  the  services  of  a  home  help. 

(f)  Health  Visitor  Service. 

There  are  two  Health  Visitors  in  the  Lanchester  Rural  District,  the 
following  domiciliary  visits  being  made  during  the  year: — 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ...  ...  2,708 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  202 

Mental  Deficiency...  ...  ...  ...  124 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  854 

General  Health  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


4.  Hospital  Services. 

The  Local  Hospital  Services  are  administered  by  the  North-West 
Durham  Hospital  Management  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  Newcastle 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  Secretary  has  kindly  provided  the  following 
information  on  the  Hospitals  and  Clinics  serving  this  Area. 

Maiden  Law  Hospital. 

The  108  beds  at  this  Hospital  are  allocated  as  follows 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  ...  ...  ...  86 

Chest  Unit  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  72 

Total  ...  108 

Lee  Hill  Hospital. 

This  Hospital,  with  a  complement  of  307  beds  (62  of  which  are  used  as 
Part  III  accommodation  for  the  County  Council)  and  a  Medical  Out¬ 
patients’  Department,  deals  with  the  Chronic  Sick  and  includes  a  section 
for  Orthopaedic  Tuberculosis  cases. 


Bed  allocation  is  as  follows : — 

Orthopaedic  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Mental  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Chronic  Sick  ...  ...  ...  ...  173 

Part  III  Accommodation  ...  ...  02 

Total  ...  307 
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Shotley  Bridge  Hospital. 

Out-patient  facilities  for  all  the  Specialities  exist  at  this  Hospital. 


The  557  beds  are  allocated  as  follows : — 

Surgical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Medical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Gynaecological  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Orthopaedic  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Paediatrics ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Thoracic  Surgery  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

Radiotherapy  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Plastic  Surgery  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 


Total  ...  557 


(A  large  number  of  General  Medical,  Surgical  and  Gynaecological  cases 
from  the  Langley  Park  area  also  drain  to  Dryburn  Hospital). 

Richard  Murray  Hospital. 

There  are  32  Obstetric  beds  at  this  Hospital. 


Chest  Clinic. 


Clinics  for  the  above  specialty  are  held  in  the  Chest  Clinic  Holmside 
House,  Barnhill,  Stanley  (for  residents  of  the  Burnhope  area),  the  Chest 
Clinic,  Ropery  Lane,  Chester-le-Street  (for  residents  of  the  Langley  Park 
and  Esh  Winning  areas),  and  the  Chest  Clinic,  Villa  Real,  Consctt  (for 
residents  of  the  Lanchester  and  Castleside  areas). 

At  the  new  Chest  Clinic  at  Villa  Real,  Consett,  the  following  sessions 
operate : — 


Tuesday  mornings 

Wednesday  mornings 
Wednesday  afternoons 


Friday  mornings 
Friday  afternoons 


— -9.15  a.m.  each  week 

— 9.15  a.m.  each  week 
— 1.00  p.m.  each  week 


— 9.15  a.m.  each  week 
— 2.00  p.m.  each  week 


— Contacts  of  known  cases  of 
Tuberculosis. 

— Males. 

— Artificial  Pneumothorax 
and  Pneumoperitoneum 
refills. 

— Females. 

Children — up  to  16  years  of 
age. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

Treatment  and  diagnostic  facilities  are  provided  by  Clinics  outside  the 
Rural  Area  as  follows : — 

Newcastle  General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Males  and  Females  : — 

Monday  to  Friday:  9.80  a.m.  to  12  noon.  2  p.m.  to  7  p.m. 

Saturday  :  9.30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Sunday  (Emergency  only) :  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Durham  County  Hospital. 

Females :  Monday  and  Thursday,  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Males :  Monday  and  Thursday,  4.30  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 

5.  Executive  Committee,  Durham. 

This  Committee  controls  the  services  under  Part  IV  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946.  There  are  ten  General  Medical  Practitioners,  two 
Opticians  and  one  Dispensing  chemist  operating  in  the  area. 
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6.  Old  Age  People  and  Their  Homes. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  work  has  commenced  on  the  building 
of  a  Hostel  for  old  people  in  the  Stanley  district  while  in  the  programme  for 
the  year  1955-56,  it  is  proposed  to  build  a  similar  hostel  in  the  Consett  Urban 
District. 

These  should  relieve  considerably,  pressure  on  the  Part  III  Accom¬ 
modation  in  the  Lanchester  Lee  Hill  Hospital. 

7.  Health  Education. 

In  September,  the  Council  agreed  to  purchase  monthly  enough  copies 
of  the  journal  ‘‘Better  Health”  to  supply  each  school  in  the  area  and  all 
members  of  the  Council. 

“Better  Health”  is  the  official  journal  of  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education,  and  this  magazine  has  proved  a  very  popular  and  attractive 
means  of  promoting  health  education  in  the  district.  Over  the  year,  the 
contents  of  these  booklets  cover  the  whole  field  of  health  with  particular 
reference  to  child  health  and  nutrition,  family  matters,  services  provided  by 
the  local  health  authorities,  epidemiology,  environmental  and  food  hygiene, 
smoke  abatement  and  home  accidents. 

8.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests. 

During  the  year,  601  inspections  were  made  to  private  dwellings, 
business  premises,  Local  Authority’s  properties  and  agricultural  premises 
(See  Appendix  D.). 

The  maintenance  treatments  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  were 
completed  at  two  six-monthly  intervals  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  During  the  first  treatment  in  March,  247  man¬ 
holes  were  pre-baited  and  poisoned  and  53  were  found  to  be  infested.  In 
the  September  treatment,  232  manholes  were  treated  and  76  were  found  to 
be  infested. 

Close  relations  have  been  maintained  with  the  representatives  of  the 
Northern  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  valuable 
information  has  been  obtained  from  circidars  during  the  year. 

9.  Disinfestation. 

During  the  year,  247  houses  were  inspected  prior  to  the  tenants  taking 
over  the  tenancies  of  Council  Houses.  Six  were  found  to  be  infested  with 
bed  bugs  and  were  disinfested. 

10.  Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal. 

A  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  maintained  in  the  area  except 
where  concessionary  coal  allowances  are  made  and  in  these  cases,  it  is 
essential  to  collect  twice  a  week.  It  is  estimated  that  practically  1,000 
houses  have  this  twice  weekly  collection.-  . , 

The  estimated  amount  of  refuse  is  10,886  tons  per  annum,  this  weight 
being  reduced  annually  as  old  houses  with  Conservancy  types  of  sanitation 
are  closed  for  human  habitation  and  schemes  of  installing  modern  ranges  in 
existing  houses  are  effected. 
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There  is  an  increasing  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  relief  labour  at 
short  notice  and  this  can  and  sometimes  does,  upset  the  regularity  of 
collection. 

The  annual  total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  for  the 
year  ending  31st  March,  1955,  was  £8,142  Is.  9d.  This  gives  an  annual 
average  cost  of  £l  17s.  4d.  per  premise.  The  average  weight  of  refuse  per 
head  of  population  is  14.36  cwts.  per  annum. 

Ash-Bin  Removal  Scheme. 

The  scheme  whereby  new  standard  Ash-Bins  are  supplied  and  delivered 
by  the  Cleansing  Staff  on  the  request  of  the  owner,  at  cost  price  plus  a  small 
charge  for  administration,  continues  to  work  quite  smoothly. 

During  the  year,  twenty-eight  bins  have  been  supplied  under  the 
scheme  to  various  owners. 

11.  Trade  Refuse. 

Trade  Refuse  was  collected  during  the  year  from  23  shops  and  factories 
in  the  area. 

12.  Salvage. 

The  salvage  scheme  has,  during  the  year,  continued  to  function  efficiently. 
The  staff  involved  in  the  scheme  do  the  work  of  baling  and  sorting  in  their 
own  time,  the  material  being  collected  with  the  house  refuse. 

The  value  of  salvage  materials  sold  during  the  year  was  £589  15s.  5d. 
of  which  £362  Os.  Od.  was  paid  to  the  workmen,  leaving  a  balance,  after 
sundry  expenses  of  £211  10s.  3d.  credit  to  the  Council. 
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III.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  Water. 

(a)  All  houses  in  the  area  with  the  exception  of  those  mentioned  in  the 
subsequent  table  are  supplied  by  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  mains 
and  all  have  a  supply  on  tap  in  the  houses  ;  none  being  served  by  a  stand 
pipe. 


No. 

of 

Type  of  Supply 

Method  of  Distribution 

Parish 

Gravi- 

House  Service 

Houses 

Occu- 

Public 

Private 

Reser- 

Spring 

Well 

Carried 

tation 

Pum- 

pants 

voir 

Piped 

ped 

Inside 

Out 

Cornsay 

5 

17 

- - 

5 

— 

3 

2 

3 

2 

— 

2 

3 

Esh . 

2 

8 

— 

2 

• - 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Greencroft  . . . 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- - 

1 

Healeyfield  ... 

23 

80 

— 

16 

— 

14 

2 

5 

17 

2 

16 

7 

Lanchester  . . . 

67 

234 

2 

34 

— 

32 

4 

22 

28- 

17 

39 

28 

Langley 

3 

10 

— 

2 

• — 

2 

• — 

3 

— 

• — 

— 

3 

Muggleswick. . . 

56 

191 

* - 

33 

1 

31 

1 

9 

44 

3 

47 

9 

Satley 

32 

120 

1 

16 

• - 

14 

2 

13 

11 

8 

16 

16 

Totals  ... 

189 

663 

3 

109 

1 

97 

13 

55 

103 

32 

122 

67 

(b)  The  public  water  supply  provided  by  the  Durham  County  Water 
Board  has  been  satisfactory,  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

A  new  9"  main  was  laid  in  Burnhope  village  to  improve  the  supply  to 
the  high  points  at  the  west  end. 

Independent  supplies  to  the  following  houses  in  the  Allansford  area 
have  been  found  to  be  constantly  contaminated : — 

Allansford  Hall. 

Ivy  Cottage,  Allansford. 

Wharnley  Burn  Farm. 

Occupiers  of  these  premises  were  warned  that  all  water  used  for  cooking 
or  drinking  purposes  should  be  boiled.  Discussions  with  representatives  of 
the  Consett  U.D.C.  are  to  be  held  to  consider  the  possibility  of  extending  the 
mains  supply  from  Castleside  to  these  latter  properties  and  in  addition  three 
cottages  just  over  the  Rural  District  boundary  in  the  area  of  the  Consett 
U.D.C. 

At  Grange  Farm,  Satley,  an  unsatisfactory  spring  supply  has  now  been 
replaced  by  a  piped  supply  of  the  County  Water  Board  water.  An  improve¬ 
ment  has  also  been  effected  at  Woodbine  Cottage,  Springwell.  As  a  mains 
supply  is,  at  the  moment,  out  of  the  question,  a  mechanical  pumping 
arrangement  has  now  been  installed  and  spring  water  is  now  piped  some 
distance  to  this  house,  thus  obviating  the  necessity  for  carrying  water  long 
distances. 

Despite  many  set-backs,  the  Council  is  still  pursuing  the  possibility  of 
obtaining  an  extension  of  the  water  mains  from  Tow  Law  to  Rowley  which 
if  completed  will  provide  a  piped  supply  to  a  number  of  farms  and  houses  on 
either  side  of  this  roadway.  The  main  obstacle  to  this  scheme,  of  course,  is 
a  financial  one.  F ollowing  opencast  works  in  the  High  Stoop  to  High  Alders 
Head  area,  the  possibility  of  the  provision  of  a  6"  main  should  spring  supplies 
be  interrupted  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

(c)  The  following  lengths  of  pipes  were  laid  in  the  area  by  the  Durham 
County  Water  Boaid  during  the  year: — 

1,106  yards  of  2>"  diameter  pipes. 

4  yards  of  4"  diameter  pipes. 

775  yards  of  9"  diameter  pipes. 
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(d)  Results  od  Water  Samples. 

Twenty-four  samples  of  water  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
during  the  year  and  particulars  of  the  results  are  as  follows : — 


Grade  I 

Grade  II 

Grade  III 

Grade  IV 

Total 

Spring  Supply 

11 

5 

3 

5 

24 

During  the  year,  the  Board’s  own  laboratory  in  Consett  was  completed 
and  is  now  in  charge  of  a  Chief  Chemist  and  Bacteriologist,  samples  of  water 
taken  by  the  Board’s  representatives  now  being  analysed  and  tested  there. 

WATER  SAMPLING. 


Springs 

Parish 

No.  of 
Samples 

Grade 

1 

2 

3 

4 

9  9 

Healeyfield 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

9  9 

Esh 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

9  9 

Lanchester 

7 

2 

2 

1 

2 

9  9 

Muggleswick  ... 

12 

7 

2 

1 

2 

9  9 

Satley  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

24 

11 

5 

3 

5 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewage. 

A  blockage  in  the  main  sewer  from  Cornsay  to  Esh  Winning  near  Willow 
Cottage  was  found  to  be  due  to  tree  roots  penetrating  into  the  pipes  through 
the  cement  joints  and  thus  causing  intermittent  blockage.  This  section  of 
sewer  has  been  re-laid  with  C.I.  pipes  and  lead  joints  to  prevent  any 
re-occurrence. 

Apart  from  this,  the  only  sewer  extensions  were  associated  with  house 
building  on  the  new  estates. 

The  Langley  Park  Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  grossly  overloaded,  but 
proposals  for  an  extension  of  these  have  now  been  submitted  to  the  Minister. 
This  should  increase  the  present  capacity  by  60%  and  so  make  it  capable  of 
dealing  with  a  population  of  6,000. 

The  Esh  Winning  Joint  Works  are  also  overloaded  and  discussions  with 
the  Brandon  Council  are  now  in  progress  with  the  object  of  mitigating  the 
nuisance  which  is  being  caused.  Whether  the  results  of  these  discussions 
will  involve  the  building  of  a  completely  new  sewage  works  or  merely  an 
extension  of  the  present  ones  is  still  in  doubt. 

3.  Atomspheric  Pollution. 

The  most  important  event  of  the  year  on  this  subject  was  the  publication 
in  December  of  the  Final  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Air  Pollution — The 
Beaver  Report — but  implementation  of  certain  or  all  the  recommendations 
will  only  come  after  detailed  consideration  has  been  given  to  this  document 
at  Parliamentary  level. 

The  problems,  domestic  as  well  as  industrial  are,  of  course,  ones  which 
cannot  be  solved  overnight  and  will  entail  expense  and  involve  co-operation 
and  sympathetic  understanding  from  all  concerned. 
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There  have  been  no  further  complaints  during  the  year  about  smoke 
nuisances  in  the  Castleside  area  since  they  discontinued  using  the  Smelt 
Furnace. 

4.  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

A  new  Public  Convenience  has  been  erected  in  Lanchester  Village  and 
was  put  into  commission  at  mid-year. 

Two  privy  conversions  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  159  new 
houses  provided  a  similar  number  of  additional  W.C’s,  while  the  clearance 
of  68  sub-standard  properties  reduced  the  total  of  conservancy  closets. 

The  revised  figures  for  sanitary  accommodation  at  31st  December,  1954, 


are  as  follows  : — 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,306 

Ash  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Privy  Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  169 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Chemical  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


\ 


5. 


Housing. 

(a)  Now  Properties. 

Private  Enterprise  : 

Fourteen  houses  were  erected  privately  during  the  year  as  follows: — 

Castleside  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Lanchester ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Maiden  Law  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Local  Authority  : 

During  the  year  the  following  Council  houses  were  erected  : — - 


Langley  Park  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Hamsteels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Lanchester ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Total  ...  145 


(79  by  Direct 
Labour) 


(b)  Repairs  and  Reconditioning. 


A  considerable  amount  of  work  of  improvement  was  achieved  during 
the  year  boosted  by  the  adoption  of  the  scheme  for  improvements  grants 
under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949  (as  amended).  Twenty-three 
approved  schemes  were  commenced  during  the  year  and,  of  these,  seventeen 
were  completed  as  follows : — 


15,  Ash  Street,  Langley  Park. 

2,  Esh  Hall  Farm  Cottages,  Esh. 

7,  Palm  Street,  Langley  Park. 

10,  Station  Road,  Lanchester. 

2,  Brown’s  Terrace,  Langley  Park. 
6,  Oak  Street,  Langley  Park. 

10,  Front  Street,  Quebec. 

13,  Quebec  Street,  Langley  Park. 

14,  Quebec  Street,  Langley  Park. 

2,  Greta  Place,  Lanchester. 

1,  West  View,  Lanchester. 

2,  West  View,  Lanchester. 

3,  West  View,  Lanchester. 

4,  West  View,  Lanchester. 

3,  Hollinside  Terrace,  Lanchester. 
3,  Yew  Terrace,  Langley  Park. 

8,  Ornsby  Hill,  Lanchester. 
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Once  details  were  brought  to  their  notice,  owners  of  property  have 
shown  an  increasing  interest  in  the  scheme  for  improvement  grants  and  it 
is  anticipated  that  in  future  years,  even  greater  use  will  be  made  of  these 
provisions  thus  enabling  worth-while  properties  in  the  area  to  be  brought 
up  to  modern  standards. 

The  following  properties  were  modernised  without  grant  by  the  provision 
of  modern  ranges,  bathrooms,  hot  and  cold  water  services,  sinks,  etc. 


Low  West  House  Farm,  Hedleyhope  ...  1 

7,  Hillinside  Terrace,  Lanchester.  ...  1 

Hawthorne  Cottage,  Rowley  ...  ...  1 

Wards  End  Farm,  Satley  ...  ...  1 

5,  Percy  Crescent,  Lanchester  ...  ...  1 

Lizards  Farm,  Lanchester  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  6 


(c)  Demolitions  and  Closures. 

The  following  properties  were  scheduled  for  demolition  during  the  year, 
and  these  will  be  dealt  with  as  and  when  the  tenants  can  be  re-housed  in 
Council  houses : — 

21  -  46,  Office  Street,  Cornsay  Colliery  26 


Undertakings  were  received  to  close  the  following  properties  once  they 
are  vacated  by  the  present  tenants : — 


Railway  Cottage,  Cornsay  Colliery  ...  1 

Fell  Hall  Farm  Cottage,  Lanchester  ...  1 

1  -  6,  Howns  Gill,  Consett  ...  ...  6 

Greencroft  Park  Cottage  ...  ...  1 

7,  Hill  Top,  Esh  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deneside  Cottage,  Cornsay  Village  ...  1 

15,  Hill  Top  Esh...  ...  ...  ...  1 

2,  Stoneyheap,  Greencroft  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  13 


During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were  demolished : — 


7  -  15,  School  Street,  Cornsay  Colliery  9 

1,  2,  9  -  12  and  15,  Union  Square,  Cornsay 

Colliery  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

16  -  24,  Union  Street,  Cornsay  Colliery  9 

20  -  60,  Liddle  Street,  Cornsay  Colliery...  41 

Ivy  Cottage,  Esh...  ...  ...  ...  1 

8,  Happyland,  Greencroft  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  68 


(d)  Standard  of  Housing  Accommodation  in  the  Area. 

During  the  year  a  review  of  the  original  Housing  Survey  which  was 
carried  out  some  years  ago  was  undertaken,  the  following  schedule  showing 
present  grades  of  property  in  the  various  parishes : — 
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Parish 

Category 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Total 

Cornsay 

6 

13 

60 

49 

60 

188 

Esh  ... 

871 

80 

690 

260 

84 

1,985 

Healeyfield 

136 

7 

125 

62 

15 

345 

Hedleyhope 

1 

— 

2 

85 

— 

88 

Greencroft  ... 

27 

— 

5 

9 

10 

51 

Langley 

344 

3 

44 

24 

20 

435 

Lanchester  ... 

491 

90 

194 

229 

124 

1,128 

Muggleswick 

4 

— 

27 

19 

33 

83 

Satley 

22 

2 

24 

24 

3 

75 

Totals  . . . 

1,902 

195 

1,171 

761 

349 

4,378 

Category  1 — Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

Category  2 — Minor  Defects. 

Category  3— Require  repair  and  structural  alterations. 

Category  4 — Appropriate  for  re-conditioning. 

Category  5 — Unfit  for  human  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at 

reasonable  expense. 

It  will  be  noted  that  approximately  8%  of  the  houses  are  deemed  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  but  the  Council  hope  to  deal  with  all  of  these 
within  the  next  five  years. 

Quite  a  proportion  of  the  houses  in  Category  3  and  4  could  be  raised  to 
a  higher  standard  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  taking  advantage  of  the  improve¬ 
ment  grant  scheme  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  and  the  Rent  and  Repairs 
Act,  1954,  many  structurally  sound  houses  without  modern  amenities  could, 
at  a  very  reasonable  cost,  be  made  into  very  good  houses  fit  for  human 
habitation  for  at  least  twenty  years. 

(e)  Medical  Priority. 

The  Council’s  very  sound  practice  of  allocating  a  number  of  new  houses 
and  casual  lettings  to  medical  cases  has  continued  and  in  view  of  our  concern 
to  reduce  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  Area,  all  of  these  were  granted 
to  overcrowded  families  or  families  living  in  insanitary  circumstances  who 
had  in  addition  one  or  more  members  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 


(f)  Overcrowding. 

The  known  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  numbered  4p 
(7  in  local  authority  houses)  involving  55  families  and  331  persons.  33  of 
the  cases  were  due  to  natural  increase  in  the  size  of  families,  20  were  due  to 
the  house  being  occupied  by  more  than  one  family,  generally  caused  by  the 
marriage  of  a  member  of  the  family  unit  and  three  cases  were  due  to 
accommodating  a  relative. 

Eight  eases  were  abated  during  the  year  involving  11  families  and  30 
persons,  5  families  being  re-housed  by  the  local  authority,  3  found  more 
commodious  accommodation,  while  in  the  remaining  3  cases,  the  sub-tenants 
removed  elsewhere. 


The  continuation  of  the  Council’s  policy  of  moving  small  families  from 
large  into  smaller  houses  as  opportunities  arise  is  to  a  very  great  extent 
reducing  overcrowding  and  at  the  same  time  ensures  that  Council  property 
is  being  used  to  the  best  advantage. 
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6.  Factories. 

During  the  year  55  inspections  were  carried  out  in  the  various  factories 
in  the  area  (See  Appendix  C.). 


The  following  is  a  list  of  factories  in  the 

area  at 

3Ist  December,  1954 

Trade. 

With 

Power. 

Without 

Power. 

Total. 

Alloy  Reclamation  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Agricultural  Contractor 

2 

— 

2 

Bakeries 

2 

— 

2 

Blacksmiths  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Benzol  Recovery 

1 

— 

1 

Boot  Repairers 

1 

2 

3 

Brick  and  Pipe  Works 

2 

— 

2 

Builders’  Yards 

1 

6 

7 

Clothing  Manufacture 

1 

— 

1 

Cosmetics 

1 

— 

1 

Ice-Cream  Manufacture 

2 

— 

2 

Joiners 

5 

1 

(1 

Motor  Repairers 

6 

5 

11 

Paint  Mixing  ...  ...  ...  ‘  ... 

— 

3 

3 

Printing 

— 

] 

1 

Sausage  Makers 

14 

— 

14 

Sawmills 

2 

— 

2 

Tailoring 

— 

2 

2 

Glove  Making 

1 

— 

1 

Locomotive  Repairs 

1 

— 

1 

Laundries 

2 

— 

2 

Marine  Store  Dealers 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  . . . 

45 

23 

68 

7.  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

MM 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  inspections  made  and  notices  served 


under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts : — 


Housing : 

Public  Health  and  Housing 

No.  of 

I  nspections. 

Informal 

Notices 

served. 

Statutory 

Notices 

served. 

remedied 

after 

Notice. 

Acts  ... 

1,044 

1,043 

3 

575 

Overcrowding  ... 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 

5 

5 

— 

4 

Insufficient 

7 

7 

— 

7 

Defective 

135 

61 

— 

53 

Drainage  ... 

237 

157 

— 

141 

Water  Supply 

127 

58 

— 

50 

Food  Premises 

35 

7 

— 

6 

Shops  Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies 

Slaughterhouses : 

— 

— 

Public  ... 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Private  ... 

435 

40 

— 

27 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

6 

— 

— 

__ 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Factories  ... 

55 

— 

— 

Keeping  of  Animals 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and 

14 

3 

— 

— 

Receptacles... 

32 

32 

— 

29 

Offensive  accumulations 

76 

76 

— 

75 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 

12 

12 

— 

12 

Act,  1949 

47 

30 

— 

29 

Verminous  Premises 

62 

43 

— 

43 

Ice  Cream  Sampling 

21 

— 

— 

I.D.  Investigations  . 

17 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

2,367 

1,574 

3 

1,051 
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IV.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  General. 

The  responsibility  of  food  handlers  to  the  public  cannot  be  over 
estimated  for  it  is  as  a  result  of  their  habits  that  the  consumer  may  or  may 
not  be  subjected  to  food  poisoning,  and  all  the  attendant  disability  and 
inconvenience. 

Customers,  while  demanding  a  high  standard,  must  also  play  their 
part  by  patronising  the  clean  retailer  and  manufacturer  and  also  assist  him 
to  maintain  his  standards.  Dirty  habits  should  be  openly  condemned. 

Hygiene  in  Hospital  Catering  Establishments. 

Arrangements  have  now  been  made  with  the  Hospital  Authorities  for 
regular  inspections  of  all  their  catering  establishments  by  your  Medical 
Officer  together  with  the  Hospital  Secretary  and  one  of  the  Senior  Medical 
Staff. 

(b)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

The  following  were  on  the  register  at  the  31st  December,  1954: — 

Dairies  (not  dairy  farms)  ...  ...  Nil 

Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 


The  following  licences  were  issued  during  the 


year  under  review  :— 


Dealers’  Licence  to  use  the  special 
designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  with 
regard  to  raw  milk  ...  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary  Licence  (Tuberculin 

Tested  Milk)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Regulations, 
1949. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  under  review : — 


Dealers’  Licence  to  use  the  special 

designation  “Pasteurised”  ...  ...  4 

Dealers’  Licence  to  use  the  special 

designation  “Sterilised”  ...  ...  13 

Dealers’  Supplementary  Licence  to  use 

the  special  designation  “Pasteurised”. . .  1 

Dealers’  Supplementary  Licence  to  use 

the  special  designation  “Sterilised”  ...  1 


(e)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Inspections  were  carried  out  periodically  at  all  the  premises  used  for 
the  manufacture  and  storage  of  food. 

The  following  premises  were  registered  under  the  Act  at  the  31st 


December,  1954: — 

Ice  Cream  Manufacture  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ice  Cream  Storage  and  Sale  ...  ...  27 

Preparation  or  Manufacture  of  Sausages, 

Potted  or  Pressed  Food  ...  ...  14 

Preparation  of  preserved  food— Fried  fish  10 


(f)  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947  and  1948. 

All  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  were  inspected 
during  the  year  and  a  good  standard  of  hygiene  was  maintained. 
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Six  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Newcastle,  for  examination.  Four  samples  were  graded  I, 
one  II  and  the  other  III. 

(g)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Slaughterhouses — Slaughtering  Policy.  On  9th  February,  1953,  the 
Minister  of  Food  appointed  a  Committee,  its  terms  of  reference  being  to 
prepare  a  plan  recommending  in  what  localities,  subject  to  a  policy  of 
moderate  concentration,  slaughterhouses  should  be  sited  for  the  slaughter  in 
England  and  Wales,  of  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs  ;  to  recommend  an  order  of 
priority  for  new  works  and  major  reconstructions  ;  to  make  recommendations 
on  the  general  principles  of  siting  and  the  facilities  which  should  be  provided 
in  these  slaughterhouses,  and  to  report  on  the  changes  that  may  be  necessary 
in  existing  legislation  to  secure  the  central  regulation  of  siting  and  design 
of  slaughterhouses. 

Shortly  after  this  the  Government  announced  its  intention  to  discontinue 
trading  in  meat  when  rationing  ended  (June  or  July,  1954)  but  at  the  same 
time,  however,  reaffirmed  its  policy  of  moderate  concentration  of  slaughter¬ 
houses.  It  was  realised  that  with  the  end  of  rationing  and  allocation,  more 
slaughterhouses  would  be  required  than  were  in  use  at  that  time,  and  the 
Minister  of  Food  therefore  requested  the  Interdepartmental  Committee  to 
consider  the  form  which,  with  due  regard  to  the  long-term  policy,  interim 
arrangements  might  be  taken  to  ensure  that  meat  distribution  would  be 
satisfactorily  carried  out  when  free  marketing  was  resumed. 

The  Interim  Report  of  the  Interdepartmental  Committee  was  published 
in  January,  1954,  the  Government  on  17th  February,  1954,  accepted  the 
majority  of  its  recommendations  and  promised  that  slaughterhouses  in 
Ministry  occupation  would  be  made  available  as  public  slaughterhouses  for 
such  local  authorities  as  were  willing  to  operate  them. 

Since  responsibility  for  licensing  of  private  slaughterhouses  remains 
with  the  local  authority  during  the  interim  period  prior  to  implementation 
of  moderate  concentration,  and  since  these  local  authorities  were  responsible 
for  seeing  that  sufficient  slaughtering  accommodation  was  available  for  the 
district,  the  policy  of  granting  a  licence  to  the  minimum  number  of  private 
slaughterhouses  of  a  fairly  high  hygienic  standard  had  to  be  considered.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  since  1 9459,  all  slaughtering  in  this  district  was  done 
in  the  Consett  Slaughterhouse  which  had  been  leased  by  the  Minister  of 
Food. 

Meetings  were  held  with  Butchers  in  the  Area,  all  slaughterhouses  were 
inspected  and  ultimately  the  requisite  number  of  premises  were  registered. 
Of  the  original  sixteen  slaughterhouses  which  operated  in  this  area  prior 
to  1939,  two  had  been  sold  and  adapted  for  some  other  purpose  and  in  the 
remaining  fourteen  cases,  eight  of  the  owners  were  not  prepared  to  resume 
operations,  either  because  they  were  centralising  their  slaughtering  at  some 
other  premises  or  that  the  structures  had  been  allowed  to  fall  into  such  a 
state  of  disrepair  that  they  were  not  prepared  to  meet  the  cost  of  restoration. 
Five  slaughterhouses  were,  therefore,  licenced. 

Complete  inspection  of  all  dressed  carcases  has  been  made  but  as  the 
slaughterhouses  are  widely  distributed  throughout  the  area,  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  is  spent  in  travelling  between  them  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
centralised  slaughter  has  many  points  to  commend  it.  Condemned  Meat  is 


stained  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  recommendations  and  is  disposed 
of  by  agreement  to  a  By-Products  firm  on  the  Tyneside  who  specialise  in  this 
type  of  work.  A  system  has  been  adopted  to  ensure  that  no  condemned 
meat  should  find  its  way  into  illegal  channels. 

During  the  period  of  transition  following  the  derationing  of  meat,  there 
was  no  disruption  in  the  service  to  the  public. 


No.  of  Carcases  Inspected. 


Bullocks 

Cows  Heifers  Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

50 

34  304  544 

184 

1,116 

Condemned. 

Part 

Disease 

Animal 

Weight 

Carcase  and  all 

Tuberculosis 

2  cows 

1,328  lbs. 

organs. 

Erysipelas 

2  pigs 

165  lbs. 

Moribimd  Condition  ... 

3  sheep 

153  lbs. 

Emaciation  and  Icterus 

1  cow 

250  lbs. 

Quarter-ill 

1  bullock 

588  lbs. 

9  Carcases 

2,484  lbs. 

Parts  of  Carcase. 

Traumatism 

2  sheep 

55  lbs. 

1  pig 

7  lbs. 

3  parts 

62  lbs. 

Head  and  Tongues. 

Tuberculosis 

1  cow 

14  lbs. 

5?  •  *  •  *  *  * 

4  heifers 

59  lbs. 

Actinomycosis  ... 

1  heifer 

28  lbs. 

Lungs. 

Tuberculosis 

8  cows 

56  lbs. 

)?  .  .  •  ... 

25  heifers 

47  lbs. 

Parasites 

60  sheep 

104  lbs. 

D  ...  ... 

4  pigs 

10  lbs. 

Congestion 

1  pig 

2  lbs. 

Liver. 

Tuberculosis 

3  cows 

33  lbs. 

??  ...  ... 

5  heifers 

46  lbs. 

Multiple  Abcesses 

2  cows 

15  lbs. 

9  9  9  9  •  •  • 

4  heifers 

24  lbs. 

Degenerative  Conditions 

5  bullocks 

42  lbs. 

99  9  9  • *  * 

4  cows 

38  lbs. 

9  9  9  9  *  *  * 

23  heifers 

201  lbs. 

9  9  9  9  *  *  * 

21  sheep 

41  lbs. 

9  9  9  9  *  *  * 

6  pigs 

16  lbs. 

Mesenteries. 

Tuberculosis 

4  cows 

29  lbs. 

9  9  9  *  *  * • * 

4  heifers 

21  lbs. 

Udders. 

Mastitis  ... 

1  heifer 

7  lbs. 

186  animals  835  lbs. 
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Food  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year : 


Commodity. 

Tins. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Apples 

3 

2 

10 

Bacon 

— 

2 

8 

Beans 

11 

11 

3 

Butter 

— 

9 

8 

Cheese 

— 

56 

12 

Cherries 

10 

25 

10 

Chopped  Pork 

68 

54 

2 

Cooked  Ham 

— 

116 

11 

Cooked  Pork 

1 

3 

1 

Cooked  Shoulder  ... 

1 

27 

t  2 

Coconut 

— 

19 

— 

Corned  Beef 

o 

28 

13 

Cream 

1 

— 

8 

Fruit  Salad 

1 

— 

15 

Gooseberries 

1 

— 

14| 

Grapes 

1 

1 

— i 

Greengages 

3 

2 

ni 

Ham 

— 

20 

8 

Milk  . 

7 

— 

— 

Minced  Meat  Loaf 

3 

2 

14 

Peaches 

3 

2 

154 

Pears 

3 

5 

10 

Peas... 

16 

20 

8i 

Pineapples  ... 

5 

6 

3 

Plums 

6 

7 

4 

Pork  Brawn 

8 

7 

8 

Pressed  Beef 

— 

1 

— 

Prunes 

24 

44 

144 

Rabbit 

3 

1 

10 

Rock  Lobster 

.1 

- 

64 

Sausage 

— 

31 

8 

Steak  Puddir.g 

1 

1 

- — 

Stewed  Mutton 

1 

1 

— 

Stewed  Steak 

5 

— 

Tomatoes  ... 

20 

16 

3  i 

Tongue 

— 

19 

12 

Veal... 

— 

14 

8 

Vegetable  Soup 

2 

2 

I 

(h)  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  and  Amendment  Act,  1954. 

The  Amendment  Act  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st  October,  1954, 
implemented  to  a  large  extent  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  of 
Inquiry  into  the  Slaughter  of  Horses  (1953),  most  of  its  provisions  applying 
to  animals  slaughtered  in  Slaughterhouses  and  Knackers  Yards  as  well  as 
to  horses. 

It  deals  with  the  licensing  of  the  premises  for  the  slaughter  of  animals 
and  premises  used  for  the  confinement  of  animals  awaiting  slaughter,  the 
regulations  for  securing  humane  conditions  and  modifying  previous  legislation 
so  that  regulations  may  be  made  requiring  the  holder  of  a  licence  to  slaughter 
only  under  the  supervision  of  a  fully  qualified  slaughterman  and  prescribing 
qualifications  for  holding  licences. 

There  were  thirty  licenced  slaughtermen  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 
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IV.  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  confirmed  cases  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  1953  (393  as  against  241).  For  analysis  of  notified  and 
confirmed  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  see  Appendix  B. 

Communicable  Diseases  in  Hospitals. 

Each  Consultant  has  been  designated  Medical  Officer  for  his  own 
department  so  far  as  the  control  of  infection  is  concerned  and  the  Medical 
Advisory  Committee  at  Shotley  Bridge  Hospital  acts  as  The  Control  of 
Infection  Committee. 

During  the  year,  all  infectious  diseases  needing  hospitalisation  were 
admitted  to  Chester-le-Street,  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Notifiable  Diseases  Reported  During  the  Year  1954. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  in  the  Area  during  the  year : — 


Disease. 

Total 

No.  of 
Cases 
Notified. 

Total 
No.  of 
Cases 

Confirmed. 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Whooping  Cough 

03 

63 

1 

— 

Measles 

244 

244 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

35 

35 

2 

1 

Dysentery 

17 

17 

8 

— 

Pneumonia 

12 

12 

— - 

— 

Erysipelas 

0 

6 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

1 

1 

— 

— ■ 

Poliomyelitis  (Non-Paralytic) 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

12 

2 

— 

Para-Typhoid 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Total  ... 

394 

393 

18 

1 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  continued  to 
decrease — only  12  notified  this  year  compared  with  24  last  year  and  44  in 
1952. 

There  were,  however,  6  cases  of  Erysipelas  notified,  which  together  with 
Tonsilitis,  Catarrhal  Infections  and  Septic  Sores  is  caused  by  the  same 
organisms.  The  disease  was  mild  in  type,  only  two  cases  being  admitted  to 
hospital.  There  were  no  fatalities. 

IVleasles.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  Measles  in  the  area 
this  year — 244  cases  being  notified  as  compared  with  63  last  year.  A  large 
proportion  of  these  cases  occurred  during  the  months  of  November  and 
December.  One  case  was  admitted  to  hospital ;  there  were  no  deaths. 

This  disease  usually  assumes  epidemic  proportions  every  eighteen 
months  to  two  years  in  a  particular  district,  neighbouring  districts  frequently 
being  slowly  involved  as  the  disease  spreads  over  the  countryside. 
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Whooping  Cough.  Sixty-three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year — 
eleven  more  than  the  previous  year.  One  ease  was  admitted  to  hospital,  but 
fortunately  there  were  no  deaths.  I  feel,  however,  that  this  is  by  no  means 
a  true  indication  of  the  extent  of  the  disease  in  the  community,  there  being 
a  large  number  of  mild  and  undiagnosed  cases  acting  as  a  reservoir  of 
infection. 

While  it  is  believed  that  a  number  of  vaccines  are  beneficial  in  preventing 
this  disease,  the  results  of  controlled  experiments  are  awaited  before  any 
County  Council  policy  about  general  immunisation  against  the  disease  is  to 
be  decided.  It  is  a  potentially  dangerous  disease  to  which  infants  are 
particularly  vulnerable  and  a  number  of  General  Practitioners  in  the  area 
are,  in  my  mind,  very  wisely  immunising  selected  children. 

Diphtheria.  One  ease,  a  girl  aged  seventeen  from  the  Langley  Park 
area  was  notified  as  suffering  from  this  disease.  She  was  admitted  to 
hospital  but  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed. 

While  the  annual  incidence  of  eases  and  deaths  from  Diphtheria  has 
diminished  dramatically  since  the  commencement  of  immunisation,  it  is 
important  to  ensure  that  all  children  continue  to  be  adequately  immunised 
against  this  disease  and  in  particular  to  secure  immunisation  of  not  less  than 
75%  of  babies  before  their  first  birthday.  Unfortunately  the  percentage  of 
those  immunised  under  one  year  is  regrettably  low  and  while  parents  in  this 
district  are  ready  to  have  their  children  immunised  at  school,  there  appears 
to  be  a  reluctance  to  have  the  pre-school  children  taken  either  to  the  Clinic 
or  the  General  Practitioner  for  the  necessary  immunisation  procedure. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  only  42%  of  the  children  under  five  years 
of  age  had  been  immunised  and,  therefore,  in  an  attempt  to  boost  this  level 
it  was  decided  to  commence  a  publicity  campaign  and  by  means  of  leaflets 
in  public  places,  slides  at  the  cinemas  and  insertions  in  the  press,  and  greater 
publicity  at  the  various  clinics,  induce  parents  to  have  their  children 
immunised  as  soon  as  they  reached  the  age  of  eight  months  and  again  just 
before  commencing  school. 

It  was  also  decided  to  embark  on  a  School  Scheme  whereby  all  eligible 
school  children  were  offered  facilities  at  the  schools  and  during  school  hours. 
The  response  was  very  satisfactory,  1,364  parents  consenting,  and  the 
project  commenced  on  the  5th  April,  1954.  With  the  help  of  eight  General 
Medical  Practitioners,  it  was  carried  out  in  three  phases  and  completed  on 
3rd  June,  1954. 

During  this  period,  eighteen  schools  were  visited,  most  of  them  on 
three  occasions,  when  318  unimmunised  school  children  received  complete 
courses  of  injections  and  807  previously  immunised  children  received  Booster 
injections,  a  total  of  1,611  injections  being  given  ;  in  this  way,  the  rate  of 
completely  immunised  school  children  was  raised  to  just. over  73%.  Because 
of  various  unrelated  illnesses,  43  school  children  did  not  receive  a  complete 
course,  but  these  were  referred  to  their  own  doctors  for  the  final  injections 

The  scheme  was  a  great  success  and  the  children,  parents,  school  teachers 
and  staff  of  the  Divisional  Education  Office  were  most  interested  and 
co-operative  during  the  whole  of  the  scheme. 

The  total  numbers  (all  age  groups)  immunised  during  the  year  were  as 
follows  : —  »  '  _  ( 

Primary  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  463 

Boosters  ...  ...  870 
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Diphtheria  Notification  Rates  (per  1,0()()  population)  and  number  of 
Deaths  from  Diphtheria  are  as  follows : — - 


Year. 

No.  of 
Confirmed 
Notifications 
of 

Diphtheria. 

Notification 
Rate  per 
1,000 

No.  of 
Deaths  from 
Diphtheria. 

1934 

68 

1.9 

8 

1935 

48 

1.4 

10 

1936 

66 

2.5 

5 

1937 

91 

5.8 

12 

1938 

60 

3.8 

4 

1939 

7 

0.45 

— 

1940 

5 

0.33 

— —  .. 

1941 

12 

0.8 

—  _ 

1942 

10 

0.7 

— 

1943 

14 

0.96 

— 

1944 

11 

0.8 

1 

1945 

3 

0.2 

— 

1946 

5 

0.3 

— 

1947 

1 

0.06 

— 

1948 

— 

0.00 

— 

1949 

1 

0.06 

— - 

1 950 

— 

0.00 

— 

1951 

— 

0.00 

— 

1952 

— 

0.00 

— 

1953 

— 

0.00 

— 

1954 

— 

0.00 

— 

Food  Poisoning.  Thirty-five  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified 
during  the  year  as  compared  with  fifteen  last  year.  All  the  cases  occurred 
in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year. 

Most  of  these  cases  were  as  a  result  of  an  explosive  outbreak  of  the 
disease  which  occurred  in  the  Lee  Hill  Hospital,  Lanchester,  on  the  morning 
of  the  1st  September,  1954,  38  patients  being  affected.  Mince  Meat  appeared 
to  be  responsible,  but  unfortunately,  none  remained  for  sampling. 
Symptoms  were  acute  in  onset,  a  number  were  very  ill  and  one  patient  died. 
Detailed  investigations  were  undertaken  and  no  further  cases  occurred 
during  the  rest  of  the  year. 

» 

The  other  two  cases  were  notified  on  the  5th  August.  It  was  a  family 
outbreak  and  because  of  the  severity  of  the  symptoms,  both  were  admitted 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Pressed  Beef  was  suspected  as  being  the  source 
of  infection— profuse  growth  of  Staphylococci  and  B.  Coli  being  isolated  from 
samples  of  the  meat.  No  other  cases  were  notified  in  the  area  at  that  time 
although  this  meat  had  been  fairly  widely  distributed.  No  other  foodstuff 
could  be  incriminated. 

Poliomyelitis.  In  co-operation  with  the  other  local  authorities  in  the 
Northern  Region,  a  detailed  study  was  made  of  the  epidemiology  of  this 
disease  and  our  results  forwarded  for  analysis  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

During  the  year,  two  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  were  notified,  but 
only  one  caused  any  paralysis.  Both  the  cases  occurred  within  the  same 
week  but  there  was  no  contact  or  connection  between  them.  The  first,  a 
male  of  51  years,  worked  in  the  Annfield  Plain  area  and  so  far  as  I  could 
discover  had  no  contact  with  a  confirmed  case.  He  had  a  certain  amount  of 


weakness  in  one  leg  but  this,  after  a  few  weeks,  was  minimal.  The  second 
case,  a  girl  aged  6,  attended  a  school  in  Durham  City  and  her  recovery  was 
uneventful  and  complete.  Neither  had  had  any  recent  operations  or 
innoculations. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  the  news  from  the  United  States  of 
America  of  the  alleged  success  of  a  vaccine  against  this  disease  has  just  been 
announced.  If  it  proves  possible  to  introduce  this  with  success  in  this 
country,  a  great  advantage  will  have  been  made  in  reducing  the  ravages  of 
the  disease.  However,  a  great  deal  of  research  has  still  to  be  carried  out 
before  its  general  introduction  into  this  country  can  be  advocated  with 
confidence.  We  need  to  know  the  optimum  dose  of  the  vaccine,  the  duration 
and  degree  of  immunity  conferred,  the  age  group  of  the  population  which 
should  with  the  greatest  advantage  be  innoculated,  etc.,  and  it  is  quite 
possible  that  before  we  have  all  this  data,  a  living  avirulent  vaccine  of  even 
greater  potency  will  be  prepared  in  this  or  some  other  country  where  research 
workers  are  actively  engaged  with  this  problem  at  the  moment.  The  news 
cannot  but  be  received  with  satisfaction.  Nevertheless,  I  would  advise 
patience  while  controlled  experiments  are  being  carried  out  by  the  British 
Medical  Research  Council. 


Dysentery.  Seventeen  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  of  which 
eight  were  admitted  to  hospital. 


There  is  now  a  greater  awareness  of  General  Medical  Practitioners  to 
the  possibility  of  this  disease  being  the  cause  of  many  intestinal  upsets  with 
the  resultant  submission  of  more  specimens  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  bacteriological  examination  but  there  is  also,  I  suspect,  a  real  increase 
in  the  incidence  of  this  very  contagious  disease. 


It  is  a  family  disease  in  the  majority  of  cases,  the  children  in  the  family 
being  first  infected  by  neighbouring  children  who  are  perchance  carriers  or 
cases  with  mild  symptoms,  who  then  introduce  it  into  the  household. 

The  disease  is  usually  mild  in  nature  with  clinical  recovery  in  a  few  days 
but  it  can,  of  course,  be  responsible  for  deaths  in  the  very  young  and  very 
old.  Early  diagnosis  and  adequate  treatment  is,  of  course,  necessary  but 
the  sheet  anchor  of  prevention  is  attention  to  personal  hygiene — -particularly 
thorough  handwashing  after  using  the  toilet — and  clean  food  handling 
habits,  although  it  is  my  impression  that  food  does  not  play  a  large  part  as 
a  vehicle  of  infection. 


Paratyphoid.  A  nine  weeks’  old  child  from  Burnhope  was  admitted  to 
Dryburn  Hospital  on  the  12th  July,  1954,  and  later  transferred  to  Chestcr- 
le-Street  Isolation  Hospital  where  it  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Para- 
Typhoid  Fever.  The  case  was,  however,  notified  to  Durham  Rural  District 
Council.  Specimens  were  taken  from  all  members  of  the  family  and  all 
possible  sources  of  infection  were  investigated.  None  of  the  contacts  were 
found  to  be  infected  and  the  source  of  infection  still  remains  a  mystery. 

In  August,  another  child,  this  time  ten  months  old  and  its  mother,  both 
resident  in  Lanehester,  were  also  found  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease  while 
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a  third  member  of  the  family  was  found  to  be  a  symptomless  carrier  of  the 
Paratyphoid  organisms.  No  other  contacts  were  infected.  No  article  of 
diet  could  be  incriminated,  but  investigations  were  hampered,  as  in  the 
previous  case,  because  of  the  long  interval  between  the  date  of  infection 
and  the  date  of  diagnosis. 

No  further  cases  occurred  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Smallpox.  No  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  area  during  the 
year  under  review  but  in  each  Annual  Report  I  include  comments  under 
this  heading,  as  a  reminder  of  the  ever  present  possibility  of  its  importation 
into  the  Country  and  the  necessity  of  being  prepared  to  meet  this  eventuality . 

The  value  of  vaccination  in  preventing  deaths  from  Smallpox  has  long 
been  well  established,  yet  the  practice  of  vaccination  commenced  to  decline 
in  1898,  with  a  further  decline  as  soon  as  it  became  entirely  optional  on  the 
inception  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  In  1903,  78%  of  the  children 
in  this  country  and  Wales  were  vaccinated.  In  1936  it  had  dropped  to  39%, 
while  in  1949  the  acceptance  rate  for  primary  vaccination  of  those  under  one 
year  was  28%. 

The  lower  vaccination  acceptance  rate,  although  increasing  slightly  over 
the  last  few  years  can  only  be  regarded  with  grave  concern  since  infection 
introduced  into  the  country  may  be  carried  just  as  easily  to  Lanchester  as 
to  any  other  part  of  England. 

A  pamphlet  regarding  vaccination  is  sent  from  the  County  Health 
Department  to  parents  when  their  children  attain  the  age  of  three  months, 
and  the  Health  Visiting  Staff  are  peovided  with  details  of  children  vaccinated 
in  order  that  they  can  visit  those  not  protected.  I  would  again  urge  all 
mothers  of  infants  to  make  arrangements  with  their  General  Practitioner  to 
have  this  done. 


Tuberculosis.  Again,  ill  line  with  the  National  trend,  there  has  been 
a  further  reduction  this  year  in  both  the  number  of  new  cases  and  deaths 
from  this  disease.  This  is  most  encouraging,  for  Tuberculosis  in  this  country 
is  still  the  main  killing  and  incapacitating  condition  affecting  people  of 
working  age.  Unfortunately,  the  rate  of  decline  in  annual  notifications  of 
new  cases  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  declining  death  rates,  suggesting  that 
preventive  action  is  lagging  behind  the  recent  advances  in  treatment.  We 
should,  therefore,  keep  in  mind  that  a  person  has  to  be  infected  by  the 
Tubercle  bacillus  before  the  disease  can  develop  and  that  sputum,  saliva  and 
milk  are  the  vehicles  by  which  the  infection  is  mainly  transmitted. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  we  have  been  informed  of  the  Minister’s 
intention  to  include  this  district  in  a  “specified  area”  where  all  milk  retailed 
will  be  either  heat  treated  in  such  a  way  that  all  tubercle  bacilli  would  be 
killed  or  from  herds  proved  to  be  free  from  tuberculosis  infection.  If  care  is 
therefore  exercised  by  known  T.B.  cases  to  prevent  spread  of  infection  ; 
cases  are  diagnosed  early  by  Mass  X-Ray  methods,  etc.,  and  treated 
immediately ;  and  susceptible  children  and  adults  protected  by  B.C.G. 
vaccination,  then  an  even  greater  inroad  will  be  made  in  the  future  against 
this  disease. 
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1 .  Statistics. 


(a) 

Number  of  new  cases  notified  since 
January,  1954 : — 

Males  ... 

Pulmonary 

1st 

•  •  •  t)  « 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

5 

Females 

...  4 

3 

7 

Totals 

9 

3 

12 

(b) 

Number  of  deaths  Registered : — 

Males  ... 

Females 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

1 

_ 

1 

(c)  Number  of  cases  on  Tuberculosis 
Register  at  the  31st  December, 
1954 : — 


Males  . . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

32 

15 

47 

Females 

... 

37 

21 

58 

Totals  . . . 

69 

36 

115 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  were  12  new  eases  notified  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  14  last  year  and  only  one  death  recorded  as  against  two 
in  1953. 

In  January,  the  Mass  X-Ray  Unit  visited  Langley  Park  ;  509  were 
X-Rayed,  when  7  cases  of  Tuberculosis — all  inactive — were  discovered. 

Age  Distribution  of  new  cases  and  deaths  are  as  follows : — 


Age 

Period 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Years 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

5—10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11—15 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16—20 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21—25 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

26—30 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31—35 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

36—40 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

41—45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

46—50 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

51—55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

56—60 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

61 — 65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

66—70 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

71—75 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

76—80 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

81  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

a 

4 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Y 

9 


3 


Totals 


'V“ 

12 
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Number  and  rate  per  1,000  population  of  notifications  and  deaths  over 
the  last.  17  years : — 


Year 

No.  of 
Notifications 

Rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

1938 

19 

1,227 

4 

0.26 

1939 

21 

1,360 

9 

0.58 

1940 

11 

0.729 

ft? 

5 

0.33 

1941 

24 

1.634 

9 

0.61 

1942 

15 

1.059 

7 

0.49 

1943 

15 

1.082 

9 

0.65 

1944 

14 

1.010 

9 

0.64 

]  945 

24 

1.714 

7 

0.50 

1 940 

13 

0.897 

4 

0.27 

1947 

21 

1.441 

4 

0.27 

1948 

20 

1.300 

8 

0.52 

1 949 

15 

0.997 

4 

0.39 

1950 

20 

1.304 

9 

0.57 

1951 

30 

2.349 

2 

0.13 

1 952 

18 

1.182 

3 

0.19 

1953 

14 

0.921 

2 

0.13 

1954 

12 

0.788 

1 

0.06 

Tuberculosis  Services  in  the  Area. 

(i)  Chest  Clinics  are  situated  at  Stanley  (which  drains  the  Burnhope 
area),  Chester-le-Street  (draining  Langley  Park  and  Esh  Winning  areas)  and 
Consett  (draining  the  Lanchester  and  Castleside  areas). 

(ii)  Those  needing  sanatorium  treatment  are,  in  the  main,  admitted 
to  the  Maiden  Law  Tuberculosis  Unit  ;  those  needing  major  surgical  treat¬ 
ment  being  transferred  to  Seaham  Hall,  Poole  Sanatorium  or  Wolsingham 
Sanatoria. 

(iii)  After-care  responsibilities  rest  entirely  with  the  Durham  County 
Council.  All  day  to  day  administration  is  carried  out  centrally  and  nursing 
requisites,  etc.,  arc  stored  at  Durham. 

(iv)  In  Ministry  approved  amendments  to  the  proposals  for  carrying 
out  duties  under  Section  28  (Prevention  of  Illness — Care  and  After  Care)  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  Durham  County  Council  indicate 
their  intention  to  make  arrangements  to  offer  B.C.G.  Vaccination,  subject 
to  the  necessary  preliminary  tests  and  to  obtaining  parental  consent,  to 
school  children  between  their  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  birthdays. 

(v)  A  number  of  new  Council  houses  and  casual  lettings  have  been 
given  to  Tuberculosis  cases. 


APPENDIX  A. 
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No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

'Pd  uom 

rH  H  H 

'Pd 

rH000  10  ©©'^''!f,C0110rH'<^l>'^lGCCS 

r— 1  rH  H  rH  r-irHrHrHrHrH©lrH 

Bowel 

Complaints 

'd  Pood 

1 1 II 1 1 II 1 1 1 1 II 1 28 

dijo^u^i 

J  j  rH  j  i  H  N  rt  M  rl  j 

^t^u9sXa 

!  00  |  |  rH  |  |  j  CO  |  |  |  |  <N  1>  j> 
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APPENDIX  C. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 
1.  Inspection  of  Factories. 


Number  of  : 

Premises 

Written 

Occupiers 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

Factories 

55 

— 

— 

There  was  one  outworker  in  the  area  at  the  31st  December,  1954. 


2.  Defects  Found  in  Factories. 


Number  of  De 

fects 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts 

Want  of  Cleanliness... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors. . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Accommodation : 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

APPENDIX  D. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests. 


T} 

fpe  of  Prop 

erty 

! 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
business 

premises) 

. 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1) 

(2)  &  (3) 

(5) 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

I.  No.  of  properties  in 
Local  Authorities 
District 

32 

3,991 

265 

4,288 

245 

II.  No.  of  properties 

inspected  as  a  result 
of : — 

(a)  Notification 

15 

147 

8 

170 

1 

(b) Survey  under 
the  Act ... 

12 

17 

6 

35 

87 

(c)  Otherwise  ( e.g ., 
when  visited 
primarily  for 
some  other 
purpose 

3 

247 

47 

297 

11 

III.  No.  of  properties 
inspected  which 
were  found  to  be 
infested  by : — 

Major  ... 

10 

4 

14 

(a)  Rats  Minor  ... 

0 

10 

6 

25 

8 

Major  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Mice  Minor  ... 

2 

15 

7 

24 

— 

IV.  No.  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  treated  by 
Local  Authority  . . . 

21 

25 

17 

63 



_ 

V.  No.  of  notices 
served  under  Sec.  4 
of  the  Act  ... 

.  .  . 

_ 

. _ _ 

VI.  No.  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  following 
the  issue  of  a  notice 
under  Sec.  4  of  the 
Act  ... 

VII.  Legal  Proceedings  .. . 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

VIII.  No.  of  “Block”  con¬ 
trol  schemes  carried 
out  ... 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 
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APPENDIX  E. 
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Lanchester 

Burnhope 

Peartree 

Holmside 
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U.D.C.  jointly 

Hedleyhill  Pit 

East  Hedleyhope 
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Cornsay  Village 

Quebec 
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Malton 
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%/ 

Castleside 
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APPENDIX  F. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  byelaws  relating  to  health  matters  which  are 
operative  in  the  Lanchester  Rural  District: — 


Date  of  Adoption. 


Title  of  Byelaw. 


l‘2th  August,  1925. 

5th  November,  1931. 
19th  January,  1948. 
19th  March,  1950. 

1st  February,  1953. 
1st  August,  1953. 
15th  September,  1953. 
1st  March,  1954. 

1st  October,  1954. 


Slaughterhouses. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Employment  of  Children. 

Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of 
Food  in  the  Open  Air. 

Cemetery  Byelaws  and  Regulations. 

Throwing  of  stones  and  other  missiles  in  streets. 
Building  Byelaws. 

Deposit  of  mud  and  other  materials  on  highway. 
Deposit  of  Litter  to  detriment  of  public  amenities. 


1 

m 


